Abscess formation in
Rathke’s cleft cyst

Hir,

Alwerss forenalion witkin a Bathke's clefb eysl (ROC) s exiremely
rovre wned ey 11 e are reported mthe lberatare 9 In Uhis
leider, we roport o cases off Rathke's clofl eyl aleoess,

A AH-yer-old woman wis presented with a3 yeur history off
deterirating vigkos. [rolactin was foomd W be mildly elevabed
(AT 6 nyofml ) i kaboralory invesiysabions, Mugmaele resonanes:
imneaygings { M ) demonstrntod aoystic saellar lesion wills meprasellar
extension | Fgure 1], The legion has demonstrated rim
anhmneemmsenl fllowing contras ailoministeation, The leakon was
appropehed transghensdally, The abseess was deained wnd
Doy was Laken from the cysl wall. Pog eolberes wis negalive.
Pathologeal cepminniion ol the eysl wall revenled euboicdal
apithelinm, intervenasd bebseen non-neoplastic anleroe palailary
e | bl ressrvesd VAT, prefbrtoona wad miekrgeidisasks
Fir 6 woeks

A B Toyereold woman wis prosenbed with o 2 veur history off
palactorrhea and amennorhea and 3 moenth history of
abelermorabing veson, Proluetm was foond tobe moderately cleadod
(824 mggml ). MR revealed a cystio sellar — suprasellar lesion,
wehineh wis boyperinbense on T3 weprhibed tenogres ane o lenss:
on Tl-weighted images, demonsirating rim enhaneemant
Tollewirys eonirnst admiristration | Fymre 2],
approached Lranssgdenoalally. Pus ol grew o organisms
Pt bologriend ecemiruutson reseded malbendad cpithelnom, inberarsd
Tsabwwesn el anderior patuitary Giesmee | Figore 3. Then was
il reyriom ol spamons metaplasin, Triphe antibsotie therapy

Thar lessin wiss

Flgars 1: Pra-opsrstive poronal MAI Inagec of oace 1, Tollowing
ponbrac sdmilnistiraticn

s oL Tolbowimpr sorpery, Bllloeugs MURT imnayges perlformed
9 manths alter the mrgery demonslraded resceamalaiion of tha
abwarssan. The: patienl umderseni oseeonnd messsen of irnsssphenodad
drainagm followed by 6 wecks ol antibiolis Uheragy.

Prienaury prluibary abscesies generally oomar within norenal
priduibary gland mml aleecases Uil osmur widlin a sellae pathology,
such ns adenoma, eramophacymgioma, or BOC, are ealbed
geoondary pituitary abacess '™ When the reporied cases are
riviewed, o possible predusposngs Taetor can be mentioned inonky
iwo oazcd: A palient with sphenoid sinugitis and an
immunsippresse] palient recerang medholbresale for bhae
Ereabenenl of paorines,”" Only 4 of Uve paticois in e literatore
e puderd bl weikh Uhee Cemadaryss of an infecton . Besnaining cases
v presended wilh visual and endoerine disbarbanes, (e MEL,

tha besion wae sellur and heang & soprasellvr component m

Figure 1- Pre-cperaiive mbd-sagittal MR imager of osce 2 sfter
oonbract admiinlctration,

Figurs Z: Hipiopathologlioal axamination demanctrating ouboldal
eplEhelium Intsrvaned batewan normal asterior piultsry ficcua
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majorily, generally homogeneous, hyperintense on T2-weighted
imagnes and sointense on 1 weighted images, with a ypieal rim
enhaneement following contrast administration,

These lesions should be approached transsphenoidally, in onder
to prevent the spread of the infeetion into the intracranial
compartment.™ The material within the eyst is puralent.
Histologieal examination reveals polymorphonaelear lenkoeytes
within ecsinophilic materal, Gram stain is generally negative and

arzim (-) rodds were identified in only one case in the literature.

Culture of the abseess eontent, was positive only in four of the
reported eases and the isolated organisms were: Acinetobacter
IwilTi, Staphylococens epudermidis, Staphylocoeeas anrens and
Btreptococens pyogenes.

ROC are generally composed of a brous wall with a simghe layer
of euboidal or eolummnar and frequently ciliated epithelinm. ™ But
in eases of abseess formation, it has been proposed that, lining
epithelinum undergoes metaplasia and simple or stratified
spuamons epithelinm is encountered. The absenes of keratohyaline
granules in the epithelivm and of keratin debris in the content of
the abseess exeludes a diagmosis of epidermoid eyst.!

Following drainage of the abseess, parenteral antibiotic
treatment should be initiated. Empirie therapy consists of
vancomyein, ceftriaone and metromdazole for at least 4 weeks '
The abseess had recurred in six of the reported eases.
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